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Monitoring Student Attendance Report
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A report for the Governing Body in relation to student attendance for the Spring Term 2016/2017




At River View Primary we take attendance very seriously and feel it is part of our ethos that every child attends regularly to obtain a good education. 
We work with the children to promote good attendance through several schemes.  Firstly, the children have a termly assembly on the importance of good attendance.  This is then supported by publicly announcing in assemblies the class with the best attendance each week.  This class/es is then rewarded with an extra playtime and there is a display board that promotes class attendance.
The children are also rewarded with a River View dollar for each full week that they are at school.
The school has a tight procedure regarding absence which parents are informed of via the policy, available to them on the school website, and through termly newsletters that are now being published.
Each child’s attendance is closely monitored by a nominated lead in the office.  She produces fortnightly reports for the attendance lead highlighting children whose attendance has fallen below 93%.
On falling below 93%, each child’s attendance is mapped and if deemed necessary the parents are sent a letter explaining that the school are concerned and monitoring their child’s attendance.  In some instances the attendance lead may feel it necessary to meet with the parents in person.
On falling below 90%, the attendance lead and Education Welfare Officer meet with the parents for an attendance clinic.
In a few instances, children who are regularly not attending school (persistent non-attendees) are formally referred and the Education Welfare Services take on their case.




Attendance Figures:
	
	Autumn term 2016/17
	Spring Term
2016/17
	Autumn term
2015/16
	Spring term
2015/16

	School Attendance Target
	97%
	97%
	
	

	Attendance rate
	96.4%
	95%
	96.1%
	96%

	Authorised absences rate
	3%
	4.1%
	3.2%
	3.7%

	Unauthorised absences rate
	0.7%
	0.9%
	0.7%
	0.4%

	Persistent absence rate
(missing 10% or more of their learning time)
	10.43%
	12.36%
	13.95%
	11.37%

	Lateness rate
	0.4%
	0.57%
	0.4%
	0.26%



Authorised absences:
Main reasons for authorised absences are:
· Exclusion/Part time timetable
· Medical appointments 
· Illness
The highest number of authorised absences is in Daisychains 1.  These are mainly due to illness and a child being on a part time timetable due to age and funding.
Snowdrops class also has a high rate of authorised absence.  This is mainly down to 2 children.  One of those children is being officially referred to LST and the other is being monitored whilst CAMHS explore.
One Year 5 child is on a part-time timetable.  They miss one session a week due not being able to access the curriculum during this time even when supported. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]School, alongside EWO, is now refusing to mark any child with attendance below 85% as an authorised absence unless medical evidence is provided.  If medical evidence is not provided then child will be marked as unauthorised.  This will currently involve 4 children based on Spring data alongside 3 other children where this proviso already stands.
Persistent absentees
The school has two ongoing persistent absentees.  One family in Year 1, were initially fined but a court case is now pending.  School and LST are working with the other family and attendance is improving.

Based on Spring data, there will be two more children referred regarding poor attendance.  These involve a child in Year 5 and a child in Year 1.   

Unauthorised absences:
Main reasons for unauthorised absences are:
· Holidays
· No reason given for absence
· Persistent absentees

Most of the unauthorised absences are due to holidays and children not returning to school at the beginning of half terms.  No holidays in term times are authorised unless parents can prove exceptional circumstances.  A family can be fined if they have 20 ‘unauthorised’ absences over a period equivalent to a term (this can be half term to the following half term).  School is currently in the process of fining two families (4 children).
Lateness
The school officially classifies a child as late if they arrive beyond 9.20 however, they have to sign in through the office and their arrival is monitored after 9.00.  The school has several children who arrive after 9.00 and the parents of the children who are repeat offenders are invited in to meet with the Attendance lead.
The school has a family (2 children) who are persistently late for school and the school is currently working with the family and the LST to support them in getting to school on time however, there have been some exceptional circumstances regarding this family.

Pupil Groups
	
	Autumn term 2016/17
	Spring term 2016/17
	Autumn term
2015/16
	Spring term 2015/16

	Pupil Premium
	95.2%
	91.7%
	94.5%
	93.1%

	EAL
	96.3%
	94.8%
	95.1%
	95.4%

	LAC
	97%
	97.6%
	98.5%
	90.9%



The group that school is currently most concerned about are the Pupil Premium children as their attendance is below that of other pupil groups and below that of all pupils.  Considering this, school are currently looking at ways that pupil premium funding could support in getting the children into school.
School are also becoming increasingly concerned about the EAL children as their attendance has slipped below that of other pupils in school.  This is generally due to children from this group taking holidays in term time.  School is hoping that by fining two EAL families over unauthorised absence and the upcoming court case of an EAL family, that other parents will see the seriousness of removing children from school in term time and be discouraged from doing so.
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