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4 m ferm! Thank you so much for your incredible sulplporf

’ r HAPPY NELU YEAR

We hope yOM a// haa/ a WOHGIQF{M/ and memorab/e

break. 0/; /b:hi/{ of Z I the s/i,mq an/d 9 ov;rnolrs, aa/olp*ing an active uniform. This alolproach *
we would fike To wish you a Tidppy Itew 7edr: offers many benefits, and | would like o

This is our new monfh/y newsletter in a

ALWAYS ACTIVE, UNIFORM
Since Covid, there has been a shift fowards

refreshed format. We hape you find it clearer, introduce it from September

I+ means children will wear more

more informative, and a gremt way fo share all
the fantastic Hn’nﬁs we have done and the
exciﬁng P/ans ahead.

comfortable c/oﬂwing and will no /onger need
fo chamge for PE. Please fake a look at the &

website link below, and a Po// fo 9m%er your

In Nursery, you wil notice a change in staff as WA o il be auailable by Friday 15th
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ore delghied the) }rs Singham uil be hHps:/wnsyouthsporHrustorg/school-
Supporting us until Laster. SMPPOHL/ a/ways—ac*ive—uni{orm
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FUNDRALSING
We raised an amazing fotal of £24:05 o/uring the autumn

\

The children H';orough/y ery’oyed the Affernoon Tea with
Santa and the Film NIgH We're excited to announce that

we will be hos*ing more Richer Rainbow Fun Evenings soon

—further details will follow.
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DATES FOR THE DIARY )
I5///26 - Census
22/1/26 - Year 7 Tri/a e
13/2/26 - School Closes For Half Term
22/2/26 = School OIDening
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SAFEGUARDING

At The National Cellege, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educaters with the confidence and practical skills to be able te have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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“\What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

- FORTNITE

With over 650 million registered users, Fortnite remains one of the most played and discussed online

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS? [{® ]

v games globally. Known for its vibrant graphics, fast-paced gameplay, and cultural crossovers with
everything from music artists to superhero franchises, the game continues to capture the attention of
young people. This guide outlines the risks trusted adults need to know about, including game

updates, and offers practical safety tips to help address them.

ALWAYS ONLINE

There's no single-player, offline mode in
Fortnite; it can only be played online. Internet
access can sometimes be an issue when you're
out and about, both in terms of connectivity and
using up data. You may find that dedicated,
young Fortnite players are often less enthusiastic
about family time or trips away - such as days
out and holidays - than you might expect.

IN-GAME COSTS

Fortnite is free to download and play, but

it does offer various additional purchases =
limited-time cosmetic ‘skins’, music tracks,
LEGO items, and battle passes. Children can

feel pressured to spend money on V-Bucks - the
in-game currency - to aveid missing out,
particularly as exclusive items rotate fraquently.
Some iterms may not return to the store for
years, while Battle Pass rawards are often "gone
when they're gone”.

il =
VIRTUAL VIOLENCE

There's no aveiding that Fortnite is

about shooting other players to aliminate
them from the contest. That said, there's no
blood or gere. The violence is rendered in a
cartoonish style, and there are frequent comical
touches to lighten the moed, such as
mini-games and emotes. Guns and other
weapons often look and behave realistically, so
discretion is advised. Past seasons have
introduced characters and references from
mature franchises like The Witcher and Halo.

CROSSPLAY AND
PARTY CHAT

Fortnite is popular with many gamers of various
ages. Crossplay allows friends to play with each
other, regardiess of whether they're on an Xbox,
Playstation, Nintendo Switch or PC, while the
Party Chat feature allows them to talk to each
other during the game. This can put youngsters
atrisk of exp to ir iate
, and cy ying.

VR N A
FREQUENT UPDATES

Seasonal releases introduce new map
chqnga$, gu mep!qy mechanics, and

p can ir
screen time and potential for obsession as
children try to unlock rewards before the season
ends. These regular renewals help to held
players’ interest, but also give young gamers
plenty of reasons to keep coming back. Seasons
often change thematically.
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POP CULTURE )
REFERENCES  » “

Part of Fortnite's appeal is its ongoing
crossovers with other popular franchises,
ranging from films and TV shows like Power
Rangers and Avatar: The Last Airbender, to
comic book characters including Batman. Other
collaborations with series, artists, and
influencers may expose children to music,
language, or ideas that are more suitable for
older audiences.

DISCUSS SAFE SOCIAL INTERACTION ( AL

Talk with children about who they‘re playing with online. i play Q"mb
time with the child’s friends for socialisation and safety in numbers. Encourage

them to avoid private voice chats with strangers and remind them not to share
persondl information. Use real-life examples to explain patential risks, and remind
them that if they see something concerning, they should tell a trusted adult.

SET SPENDING LIMITS iy

Fortnite's rotating store is a not-so-subtle mechanism for coaxing players b
into buying sought-after items before they disappear for weeks or months.

This could lead to surprise transactions on bank cards if children are tempted into
an impulse purchase. Parents could consider getting o prepaid card for the child or
ensuring that purchases require adult authorisation. This can be done through
parental settings on a console or account settings in the Epic Games app on PC.
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Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coombes is an experienced freelance writer and has been working in
the goming and tech industry for seven years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands the
importance of online safety. He's also atech and fitness writer and has been
published at sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.
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ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Fortnite also offers split-screen gameplay, meaning that two people can play ‘-
simultaneously on the same console or computer. This can be a good option for
siblings or for when a child’s friends visit, but it also offers an opportunity for
parents to do something fun with their child, while making sure they're playing

the game safely. Who knows? You might even teach them a thing or two!

BE WARY OF SCAMS

The immense popularity of Fortnite with y I+ —thatare g
more trusting = means there's no shortago of scammers looking to [raudulentl\f
obtain p ds and other p I data th h techniques like phishing. As
the developers point out on ma ny of Fortnite's Inqding screens, they never ask for a

player's account | ide of the g . Make sure any young player
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.10.2025
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With so much illness around last half ferm, | know how
difficult it was #o ge* your child/ children 1o school Ho,oefu//y,

the worst of the flu is now behind us and this New year, its
a greont fime o set Poshtive 9001/5 for the ferm ahead. Good

attendance F/”’HS a huge Par* in your child's progress, +

we//[oeing, and confidence, so aiming fo imlvrove attendance -

where Ibossib/e - can make a real difference. Qur whole-school
attendance is 89.6% (National 93.17%) and every a/ay in school
he/lps your child sfay on track with their /earning and feel

{u//y involved in class life.

0 Top_ﬂps for a Positive New Year

Highes* AHena/ing Classes
Congm*u/aﬁons fo the fo//owing classes

who are the highes* aHena/ing classes

this ferm.
Foxg/oves 92647
Iris 92217 1

Snapa’ragons qZ/LI'Z

2. Prelpare the nigH before by /aying out uniforms and Pac/ein_q ba_qs.
3. Keelp wa/ee-up fimes consistent to heéo children feel settled and reaa/y for school
L. Plan your J'ourney and leave a little ear/y to avoid a/e/ays.

5 Use a fami/y calendar to track school events and deadlines.

6. Book appoin*men*s outside school hours fo reduce missed /earning.
1 Kee/o school u,pdmteo/ about any Issues affec*ing attendance.

8 Encoumge indelnena/ence with dressing, Ipac/eing bags, and simlp/e routines.
9. Praise 3000/ attendance to /eee/p children motivated,

| Set a regu/ar bedfime so children ge* enough s/ee/o for calm, smooth mornings.

0. S?Lay Posi*ive and consistent - a calm routine he/ps children feel confident and ready fo learn.




MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BENG-

Mental Health Sulqluorf [eam, what do Hley do? 1

Mental Health Supporf Team (MHST) work in Parfnershi/o with schools fo su/pporf the
emotional we//being and mental health of children and young Ipeolu/e. The team offers ear/y

infervention, Iprevenﬁon, and /ow-in*ensif_cj suppor*, he/ping fo ia/emtif_tj and address issues before
H fhe_(j escalate.
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What MHST offers for p_ulpi/s at River View?

Direct sup/aorvt for puloi/s experiencing mild to moderate mental health needs, such as anxie*y,
low mood, or behavioural cha//enges.
-l and group interventions delivered in school seHings, using evidence-based alpproaches like
cogitive behavioural therapy and quided self-hely
-Whole-school sulnlporvt inc/uding wor/esholps around we//bein_q s*rmtegies.

MHST WOF/QS C/OSQ/H WI*L) SChOO/ S*G{f 'DOH‘QVT/'S, amd carers 7L0 cremte a SMP,DOI’?LI.VG

environment where mental health is understood Ipriorhtised, and effecﬁve/_tj managea/.

For one-to-one sessions, which are slpech(ica//y tailored 1o each individua/, or group sessions,
referrals are made fo MHST by the school If you feel that your child would benefit from this

suppor?t, p/ease slpea/e fo Mrs Simpson who can discuss your concerns with you.
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